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WHAT WE DO
The principal purpose of the National Jockeys Trust is to relieve the
immediate and ongoing needs of current and former Jockeys and their
families in Australia who are in necessitous circumstances caused by
a Jockey being seriously injured or dying, whether on a racetrack or
otherwise, or through a Jockey suffering a severe illness.
The Trust was established by the Australian Jockeys Association
in 2004 and to date has assisted more than 300 jockeys and their
families within excess of $4 million in benefits.

OUR VISION
To provide aid and to improve the lives of injured or ill jockeys and
their families who are in necessitous circumstances.

OUR MISSION
To establish appropriate support, financial or otherwise in a prompt
and sympathetic manner to those jockeys past or present, who are
injured or ill and in need.

TRUSTEES
At all times, the Trustees look to provide as much financial assistance
to improve the financial and emotional well-being of the many hundreds
of jockeys who have or do participate in the Racing Industry.
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CHAIRMANS REPORT
CHAIRMAN’S
REPORT
In last year’s Annual Report I drew attention to the difficulties being experienced by the Trust in obtaining
an ongoing major sponsor, having lost the previous sponsor due to a corporate amalgamation and the new
entity wishing to move away from the wider racing industry. With the continued scrutiny of the racing industry
and the concern for the welfare of horses, it is likely that fewer corporations will be interested in associating
with the industry regardless of the laudable work of entities such as the National Jockeys Trust. Our financial
difficulties were understandably exacerbated by the arrival of the Covid 19 virus in the first quarter of 2020.
While Racing Clubs and the racing industry generally were able to return to full work despite the ongoing
danger of the virus, there was little interest from the corporate sector for sponsoring the NJT. This continues
to be the position at the time of preparing this report. As previously reported, the NJT has functioned without
a stable and ongoing financial stream, however, the growing number of claims for assistance indicates that
the Trust may not be able to continue this level of assistance in the absence of substantial financial support
from the racing industry and government sources. Securing a stable and ongoing income stream will therefore
remain a major focus for the Trust in the coming year.
In last year’s report I took the opportunity to describe in detail, the integrity measures adopted by the
Trust in assessing and approving claims for assistance and also explained the importance of that system in
maintaining the charitable status of the Trust. The members of the Trust had also recognised the need to
ensure that the provisions of the Trust Deed were appropriate for present day governance expectations and
statutory requirements. The Trust was established in 2004 and was unique in the racing industry at that time.
In 2016 a number of amendments were made to the Trust Deed, primarily aimed at expanding the number of
Trustees and securing a wider range of experience and background in the future selection of Trustees. During
the year covered by this report, an issue arose as to whether the technical requirements for such amendments had been met. The Trust engaged solicitors and briefed Counsel, specialising in the field of Trusts,
to advise on the process adopted in making the 2016 amendments. It was clear that all the Trustees had intended to amend the Deed but the opinion of Counsel was that the documentation prepared by solicitors then
acting for the Trust, had possibly created a new Deed and that this result had not been endorsed by all the
Trustees. Counsel advised that, in view of the fact that all Trustees had endorsed the amendments, the technical issue could be resolved by a Deed of Ratification of the 2016 amendments, which the Trustees who held
office in 2016 could adopt. That advice was accepted, and the Deed of Ratification was subsequently adopted
as advised. That experience has prompted the Trustees to consider a range of possible further amendments
to the Deed to ensure that it meets present day governance requirements. That task is well under way but
may not be fully completed by the end of 2020.

Hon. Wayne Haylen QC
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CASE STUDIES
JOSHUA PARR
Recently my family and I were faced with a lot of uncertainty with my
career and our immediate future. I had developed BRACHIAL NEURITIS.
This is a condition that is quite rare but serious. The condition forced me
out of the saddle and left me without a chance of making any money.
Thankfully, as a jockey here in Australia, I’m eligible for the fantastic
support that the NATIONAL JOCKEYS TRUST provides to all members.
I will be eternally grateful for the financial and emotional support my
family has received throughout such an uncertain time.

Thank you Josh Parr.

GREG HALL
Dear Friends of the Australian Racing Community.
Firstly, I would like to personally thank the NJT from the bottom of
my heart for helping me at a time when I didn’t really have any other
options. After a great racing career and all the good times; I have had
15-20 years of debilitating depression and loneliness - and a struggle
everyday just to want to get out of bed and feel like it’s worth living.
Many people have come and gone in my life and I’m sure there will be
many more in the future - but it’s only thanks to the NJT that I feel like
I have a future to look forward to.
I am on the road back to the top; and this time my top is not winning a
Melbourne Cup or a Cox Plate (Been there done that!) ..... this is about
being on top of my LIFE. Sharing the stories and helping save other
fellow Jockeys lives when they think it’s too tough. Together with the
NJT I am working towards a role as National Ambassador; and I could
not feel prouder and more humbled to be able to do this.
I urge any jockeys out there who are struggling (past or present) to give
me a call. The NJT is here for all of us - and together we can help give
back to this not for profit organization...... what else really matters??

Greg Hall 1992 Subzero xoxo
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HARI SINGH
I cannot thank the National Jockeys Trust enough for all their support I
was left with severe brain trauma following a fall at Tamworth Racecourse
in August 2012. The past 8 years has been very tough emotionally and
financially for me and my family. The NJT has helped me financially, and
recently helped my family purchase a car my wife and two children are
extremely grateful and thankful. We cannot say thank you enough I don’t
know where we would be without the support of the NJT my family and
I are very thankful to you all.

Regards, Hari Singh and family

PETER JOHNSTONE
In April 2020 I was diagnosed with a medical condition
that would see me needing major surgery and around
6 months off work, the realisation of what this was
going to mean for myself and my family financially
and mentally was stressful.
I started talking to a few Jockeys who had told me
that even though I was a retired jockey I could apply
for funding through the National Jockey Trust to help.
The very next day I got on the phone and spoke to the
Trust who was more than helpful and made the whole
process so easy.
May 25th 2020 came around and it was the day of the surgery, Debra had all the paperwork ready to go so
that I did not need to worry about it and within a matter of days my request had been approved and financial
support for bills, loans, surgery, accommodation and many more things was being received.
A few days after surgery Tony came to the hospital to ensure everything had gone ok, Tony then also explained
that myself and family were able to access a counsellor if we needed and if at any time I was faced to look
at a different line of work because of my medical condition they would also help in signing up to complete a
course to gain new skills.
The amazing support from the National Jockey Trust enabled myself to focus on surgery
and the recovery, my wife to be by my side every step of the way and my children did not
have to see us under more stress. The National Jockey Trust has been a life saver and no
words could ever come close in describing how grateful we are. From the bottom of our
hearts to everybody involved at the National Jockey Trust,

THANK YOU Peter Johnstone
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FINANCIALS
Since our inception in 2004 the National Jockeys Trust has distributed over $4,440,622.02 in financial
assistance to more than 330 Jockeys and their families.
Funds provided are not in cash but generally paid towards specific costs such as Mortgage, Rent, Electricity,
Rates etc. The Trust also provide for Funerals, Motor Vehicles and Medical Equipment.

NSW

$272,428.55

20

NSW

$1,165,400.01

85

VIC

$222,904.78

16

VIC

$1,391,830.52
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WA

$37,409.66

4

WA

$254,417.11

25
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1
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT
It is difficult to predict the outcome the COVID-19 pandemic will have on the National Jockeys Trust. It
cannot be reasonably estimated, nor predicted. The pandemic has had a significant impact on the fair
value of the investments held by the Trust.  
The economic downturn caused by the on-going COVID-19 global pandemic continues to create uncertainty
in the global investments market. As a result, the carrying value of the Fund’s investments shown in the
financial statements at 30 June 2020, may not be reflective of their current market values under the
prevailing market conditions.
Revenue for the 2019-20 year decreased from $2,253,013 in 2019 to $1,500,040 a decline of $752,973.  Whilst
Donations and Fundraising increased slightly for the year, the decline can mainly be explained by a reduction
in Bequests and Sponsorship.
Ongoing Fundraising, particularly in conducting annual Trust Events, is limited, due to the on-going
shutdown of public attendance which will likely impact revenue throughout 2020-21.
Our primary sponsor LUCRF Super, decided not to renew their sponsorship agreement at the end of the
2018-19 financial year, which resulted in a decline in revenue for the 2019-20 year. Obtaining a new Breeches
Sponsor has proved to be particularly difficult but remains a priority for the Trustees.   
Commencing on 2 November 2019, the LUCRF super name on rider breeches was replaced by National
Jockeys Trust branding. It was anticipated that the National Jockeys Trust branding would attract donors
and awareness of the beneficial assistance of the Trust to both current and former jockeys.
Total Current Assets declined only marginally from $5,153,151 in 2018-19 to $5,138,453, whilst Total Current
Liabilities declined from $307,092 in 2018-19 to $264,948.
The purpose of the Trust is to have sufficient funds to assist current and former jockeys and their
families, when injured, when illness occurs, or there has been a loss of life. The Trustees granted financial
assistance of $529,708 to 50 former and current jockeys nationally during 2019-20.  This included the Trust
assisting the families with the funerals of 9 former jockeys.
It is an objective of the Trust to obtain from all state and territory racing authorities a contribution of the
jockey fines imposed for breaches of the rules of racing.
The Trust accounts are lodged annually with the Australian Charities and Not for Profit Commission
(ACNC) and full details of the Trust accounts can be found on the ACNC website.

Paul Innes OAM
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National Jockeys Trust

ABN 21 495 206 153
STATEMENT OF PROFIT AND LOSS AND OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2020
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2020

2019

		

$___

$___

REVENUE		

1,500,040

2,253,013

EXPENSES
Administration		
Fundraising and Marketing		
Trustees expenses		
Necessitous Benefits		

270,235
534,188
35,904
529,708

193,178
364,330
44,587
716,595

TOTAL EXPENSES		

(1.370,036)

(1,318,690)

SURPLUS FROM ORDINARY ACTIVITIES		

130,004

934,324

OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
No change in fair value available for sale
financial assets		

(101,400)

72,436

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR		

28,604

1,006,760

National Jockeys Trust

ABN 21 495 206 153
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 JUNE 2020
		
		

2020
$___

2019
$___

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents		
Receivables		
Investments		
Inventories		

1,949,454
53,712
3,126,617
8,670

2,830,693
202,105
2,111,579
8,775

		

5,138,453

5,153,151

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS		
Office equipment		
Right of use asset		
NON CURRENT ASSETS		

911
50,805
51,716

79,268
79,268

TOTAL ASSETS		

5,190,168

5,232,419

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Trade and other payables		
Provisions		
Lease Liability		

233,225
3,012
28,711

275,075
3,555
28,462

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES		

264,948

307,092

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES
Lease Liability		

22,094

50,805

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES
TOTAL LIABILITIES		

287,042

357,897

NET ASSETS		

4,903,126

4,874,522

TRUST FUNDS
Retained earning		

4,903,126

4,874,522

TOTAL MEMBERS FUNDS		

4,903,126

4,874,522
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS
The National Jockeys Trust, as well as the whole Racing Industry, was unable to hold any Fundraising functions
in the 2019-2020 financial year due to the Covid 19 Pandemic, causing a shortage in funds. Whilst the primary
purpose of these events is to raise funds for the National Jockeys Trust, the campaigns surrounding these
fundraisers and events raises awareness of the NJT.
The National Jockeys Trust invites NJT beneficiaries, former and current jockeys, and their families to engage
in the fundraising events by attendance, participation and fundraising support, which has created what we
like to refer to as NJT families across Australia. Our sponsors love to engage with the jockey community, and
most have become regulars at our events.
The National Jockeys Trust also attempts to promote jockeys by engaging them as our hosts and guest
speakers at events.

JOCKEY CELEBRATION DAY
Jockey Celebration Day is held nationally on the first Saturday in August each year at racetracks around
Australia, and celebrates the achievements of former and current jockeys, commemorates those who have
lost their lives, and raises awareness and funds for the National Jockeys’ Trust.
Jockey Celebration Day activities around Australia include races named in honour of Jockey Celebration Day,
a Minute Silence and Blessing of Jockeys and the Track. NJT jockey colours are worn by the top weight in each
race at all metropolitan race meetings.
In excess of 880 Australian jockeys have tragically lost their lives as a result of their occupation. Details of
these jockeys can be found on the National Jockeys Trust website under ‘The Fallen’.
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FUNDRAISING EVENT SUMMARY 2021
(Confirmation of Events will be updated on our Website due to Covid)

January

Magic Millions – Gold Coast

May

TAB NJT Race Day Luncheon – Flemington- tbc

August

Jockey Celebration Day – All States
TAB NJT Race Day Luncheon – Doomben - tbc

September TAB NJT Race Day Luncheon – Randwick

14

November

TAB NJT Golf Day - SAJA - tbc
Breakfast with the Stars – Flemington

December

2021 National Tab 20/20 Cricket Day
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TRUSTEES
Hon Wayne Haylen QC

Chairman National Jockeys Trust
Former Judge – Industrial Court

Mr Paul Innes OAM

Chief Executive Officer - Accountant

Mr Greg Sword AM

Company Director

Mr Ross Inglis

Legal Executive

Mr Bernard Ryan

Councillor - Former Jockey

Philip Truskett AM

Assoc. Professor - Surgeon

Dr Felicity Hawker AM

Racing Victoria Race Day Doctor

Ms Bernadette Cooper

Former Jockey & Sports Media Journalist
- Former Jockey

PATRONS
Mr Gerry Ryan OAM		
Mr Darren Beadman
Ms Michelle Payne				
Mr Richard Smith AM
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Mr Paul Innes OAM

Mr Greg Sword AM

Chairman

Chief Executive Officer

Trustee

Dr Felicity Hawker AM

Ms Bernadette Cooper

Mr Bernard Ryan

Trustee

Trustee

Trustee

Mr Ross Inglis

Dr Philip Truskett AM

Trustee

Trustee

Hon Wayne Haylen QC
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SPONSORS
There is little doubt that the Trust could not provide meaningful assistance to jockeys without the support
of a major sponsor. Unfortunately, the National Jockeys Trust is yet to secure a breeches sponsor following
on from our successful relationship with LUCRF Super for the 6 years up to June 2019. The search for a new
sponsor has been exacerbated by Covid. The Trustees however, look forward to securing a breeches sponsor
in 2021.
The Trust is most grateful to TABCORP Holdings Limited, Australia’s largest wagering operator, for entering a
three-year partnership with the Trust, to provide an injection of much needed funds.
The Trust is also appreciative of the support from Sportsbet.
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IN RECOGNITION
Pam O’Neill has finally been recognised by the Queensland Sport Hall of Fame for her wonderful achievements
as a jockey in the Thoroughbred Racing Industry. History will show that not only did Pam break the glass
ceiling for female jockeys in Australia, she continues to this day to champion their rights. She became a
trailblazer because of her own battles with officialdom over a period of some 14 years in trying to become
a licensed jockey. She demonstrated her perseverance by writing more than 140 letters to the racing board,
before she was finally granted a licence to ride in May 1979.
However, at the age of 34 Pam knew her time was precious, and she demonstrated her ability by riding
a winning treble at her very first race meeting. A record that has not been equaled. Pam was where she
belonged, riding thoroughbreds against the best jockeys in the land. Incredibly, she rode another winning
treble the second week of her licence.
After an illustrious career Pam retired at 52, however she continued to assist by coaching jockeys and
maintaining her roles with both the Australian Jockeys Association and the Queensland Jockeys Association.
She is a living legend to so many in the thoroughbred racing industry. She paved the way for a generation of
female riders so they too could make a career out of being professional jockeys.
Pam has played a leading role in advancing the social and economic welfare of female jockeys and she has
contributed to enhancing the status and interests of women in this previously male dominated industry.
Without her perseverance, it is likely the fabric of the industry today would be very different, and a young
Victorian country girl would never have ridden the winner of the Melbourne Cup in 2015.

Pam O’Neill
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